
First Friday Cofee Minutes, September 1, 2017

Kathy Wang introduced Cathy Zatyrka, the new Director of Student Afairs (DOSA) for our school.  She 
will be introducing aferschool programs at PVCICS, startng with 2-5th grade already set up and getng a 
5th -8th grade one together later this fall.  

Family Associaton members spoke about a back to school event for the community on September 14 
afer school, pizza, salad and cake will be provided.  There are many volunteer opportunites available 
and we are actvely looking for help with the FA.  

Kathy Wang said the frst and second days of the school year had gone very smoothly.  The school is 
looking into ways to move along the drop of and pick up lines quicker.

A parent said the Bison Bus is very crowded.  Kathy said they are looking into a second bus.  Last year 
they had two and once was very empty, however it seems this year there is a need for that second bus. 
A survey regarding bussing from other locatons had a tepid response, cost seemed to stop people from 
wantng more bussing, the school will contnue to ask each year.  To get a bus stop, there must be at 
least ten kids, and a parking lot that will allow the school bus to park, pickup and unload children, plus 
the ability to get into the parking lot and turn around safely.  As a reminder, the children start getng 
ready for pick up around 4 pm, and buses are supposed to leave school parking lot at 4:10.

A parent asked if there is a way to get a list of families by locaton.  Kathy responded that she will be 
sending out the family directory by the third week in September electronically.  It will not have 
addresses but will have family towns listed.

People asked about carpooling and it was suggested to use Facebook as a way to connect.  Rich Alcorn 
said the school is looking into creatng an ofcial school facebook page that could be used for asking 
questons to the school.  A parent mentoned the possibility of using a twiter account.  Before school 
started, a lot of informaton went through the FA facebook page and it was brought up by several 
parents that there needs to be beter school-wide communicaton sent by paper or email as there are a 
lot of parents who are not on facebook.

A parent asked if there is person or administrator who is charge of communicaton.  Kathy said that 
parents are always welcome to email her or Cathy Z with any questons.  The family handbook is online 
with lots of informaton.  

There was a discussion about school dismissal manager and how there was not enough explanaton at 
the beginning of the year on how to use it.  A parent said there was a problem in that you cannot set 
more than one reminder for one day (coming in late from an appointment and then also leaving early).  

The lunch is stll coming from local restaurants (Formosa and Sibie’s).  The procedure internally for lunch
has changed.  The lunchroom is now located opposite the library, and school is providing the fruit and 
vegetable for the hot lunch.  The produce is sourced locally from farms and everything is 
biocompostable.  The bagged lunch opton is really a snack, yogurt, fruit, cheese stck and milk.  Also the 
school changed milk providers to Garelik Farms which source directly from the farm.  

High schoolers get 1 hour a week to leave campus with a parents okay.  They are allowed to walk to 4 
places, Walmart Subway, Panera bread, Whole Foods or the Barnes and Noble café.  The students and 



parents really enjoy this program for the kids’ independence and also the students have been great 
ambassadors for the school as they have been very respectul.

That’s it for this month, hope to see everyone again next month, Friday, October 6.


