
Principal Coffee Hour Notes 4/2/2021 
 

Reminders were sent out by email about traffic at pick up. Elementary pick up at 2:30 is more 
difficult than the later pick up. The line has been taking about 20 minutes.  
About 80% of elementary students are attending in person (a little over 200 students). 
April break is the week of April 19th. The school plans for middle and high school students to 
attend fully after the April break. 
There will be a remote testing option for MCAS but the school is awaiting more details and 
guidelines. 
Teacher directed recess means that there are more directions about locations where students 
can play. The P.E. teachers are teaching cooperative games to the students. Students wear their 
masks.  
In MA, you have to pass the math, a science, and English MCAS in 9th or 10th grades for 
competency. Current 11th graders were not tested in their 10th grade year. In April, the state 
will be issuing more guidelines about the MCAS for high school students. 
You have to go to school dismissal manager and select Bridge (opt in) if you want your student 
to participate in that program. There is no cost for Bridge this year, but there may be a cost 
next year. 
The school is monitoring Covid numbers in the sending districts. Current DESE guidelines say 
that schools can monitor prevalence in the community, but the most important thing is to stay 
open and monitor incidences within the school. Looking at the communities are not as high 
priority as in the Fall.  
The school would like a waiting period of at least a week before switching from remote to in 
person. 
Students are not supposed to be singing inside because of increased respiration concerns. 
The school has outdoor seating set up and monitors the outdoor temperatures for lunch. There 
are assigned spaces indoors for students to eat lunch if the weather is bad and there is not 
enough space in the classrooms. There is enough space in the classroom for middle school 
students to eat inside. For students eating inside, students have to stay 6 feet apart, facing the 
same direction, and not talking. The school is trying to have the high school students outside for 
lunch so they can socialize. 
For all students, they should dress appropriately for the weather because they will be going 
outside for recess. 
20 to 25 minutes is the lunch period. 
Middle school doesn’t’ have a movement break because of shortened days and scheduling. 
For elementary students, they have P.E. twice a week outdoors and it takes the place of recess. 
The school upgraded to a fast fiber optic network. There are still some issues with the Wifi.  
The school is thinking about prom and graduation (stay tuned for more details or reach out to 
Kathy if you have ideas). 
There are 45 days of school left. June 11th is the last day of school. 
The photographer is booked for April 26th and it will be outside. Families do not have to order 
school photos.   
Contact Greg Rhoda about Spring sports (ultimate frisbee). 


