
Principal Coffee Hour Notes January 8, 2020 
 
Kathy gave a re-opening update to the Board on Thursday, January 7 (published on website 
under Covid) 
PVCICS is remote only for the fall semester, until January 26, following the plan previously 
announced 
Staff survey was conducted at the end of December (there are concerns about coming back 
until they have received a vaccine) 
Fairly high level of concern about increasing number of cases 
By January 19, the school will make a decision about the Spring semester (earliest return would 
be Feb 1-12, subject to DESE, DPH, and vaccination updates) 
The school is thinking about how to phase in kids either before or after the February break and 
working on developing hybrid schedules for teachers to review 
A parent survey may be sent next week 
Responses from the parent survey will be used to make student cohorts 
The school is also considering giving a survey to high school students 
There are many staffing considerations (having assignments to remote or for hybrid, 
substitutes, monitoring the vaccination rollout) 
Potential slowing down of curriculum with the start of hybrid (would be like the students and 
teachers are starting a new year) 
We have completed 75 days of school 
Before the December break, at-risk letters were sent to middle and high school students 
(students at risk are getting small group or individual support) 
PEAR was administered to students to look at social-emotional development 
MCAS is still on for the spring but testing time will be shortened for grades 3-8 (dates have not 
been released yet)  
The school has had students and families report Covid cases 
The number of high-risk communities has grown since November 
DPH created an interactive dashboard that is available to the public 
The number of cases in MA for children from 0-19 years old is above 10,000 
Kathy has a spreadsheet of the top 15 sending districts for PVCICS broken down according to 
the color coding scheme that is published weekly by the state 
This week, Governor Baker extended the limit on gathering sizes for indoor and outdoor 
gatherings 
Phase 2 of the MA vaccine distribution plan includes K-12 educators 
DESE indicated that they are waiting to hear about changes in Federal policies (MCAS, funding) 
The school cannot require Covid testing and cannot prohibit people from coming to school if 
they have not been tested 
January 27-29 may become half student synchronous and half staff prep days  
The nurses will be sending another reminder out about the MA requirement for students to 
receive the flu vaccine 
The school is curious if families will order school lunch for their children during the breaks 
The ability for families to get food from the school has been extended until the end of the 
school year 


